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[57] ABSTRACT

A system and method for identifying the geographic region
of a geographic area which contains a geographic zone
associated with a location. To identify the geographic region
which contains a geographic zone, one of the plurality of
geographic regions in a geographic area is selected as a
selected region. A determination is made as to whether the
geographic zone is located within the selected region by
determining whether the zone boundary points of the geo-
graphic zone are located within the selected region. If a
predetermined percentage of the zone boundary points of the
geographic zone are located within the selected region. then
the geographic zone is located within the selected region and
the geographic region is identified. Different preferred meth-
ods correspond to different methods for making a determi-
nation as to whether the a zone boundary point is located
within the selected region. In the preferred methods. the
determination is made by drawing a line of predetermined
slope through the zone boundary point and through the
selected region and comparing the zone boundary point to
the intersection points between the line and the region
boundary of the selected region. Some of the preferred
methods use estimated geographic regions and an estimated
geographic zone.
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